Massachusetts

H

Grow Native

presents

evenings with experts: 2015

O February 4
Humans and Wildlife:
The New Imbalance
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Jim Sterba, Author of
Nature Wars
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O March 4
Wild Orchids of
New England
Bill Brumback, Director of
Conservation, New England
Wild Flower Society

O April 1
Native Meadows:
Let’s Get Real
Larry Weaner, Principal, Larry
Weaner Landscape Associates

O May 6
Land Stewardship for
Pollinator Conservation
Kelly Gill, Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation
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PLEASE JOIN US!
Events are free and
open to all.

H
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First Wednesdays
February through May
7:00–8:30 p.m.

H
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A Public Lecture Series at the Cambridge Public Library ~ 449 Broadway

For nearly 400 years from the time of European colonization, North American forests and wildlife
were under siege, and the late 19th century became known as the era of extermination. This
catalyzed the modern conservation movement. Its painstaking efforts over the past century have
led to a remarkable comeback of forested woodlands filled with deer, beaver, and other wildlife.
But the post-World War II rise of sprawling landscapes brings new challenges. Coupled with the
inclination of an American majority to “leave nature alone,” some wildlife populations have
grown significantly out of balance. With mounting community conflicts over how to manage these
species, we must overcome our reluctance and embrace our stewardship role. Jim Sterba has
been a distinguished reporter for The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal for decades.
New England is home to more than 50 species of native terrestrial orchids. Although not as showy
as the tropical orchids of the florist trade, our hardy species have fascinated botanists for centuries. Adapted to specific habitats from Maine’s northern woodlands to the sands of Nantucket,
they are fascinating in their diversity and their adaptations. Come to discover more about these
unique plants—their haunts, peculiar lifestyles, rarity, and pollination systems. Learn which ones
are cultivated in the nursery trade and adapted to gardens, and how we can conserve all of these
species. Bill Brumback has been studying native orchids for more than thirty years.
Native meadows are increasingly popular but all too often misunderstood. Inadequate planning
and use of poorly adapted plants commonly lead to failure. Better outcomes can be achieved
when the patterns and processes of naturally occurring meadows are incorporated into all aspects
of design, installation, and management. Join native meadow expert Larry Weaner to learn
concrete, practical ways of creating dynamic and stunning long-lived meadows. Case studies of
multi-acre projects and small-scale meadows will be shown. Larry Weaner has been creating
native landscapes since 1977, and is nationally recognized for combining ecological restoration
with garden design traditions.
Pollinators are essential to our ecosystem—more than 85 percent of the world’s flowering plants
and two-thirds of our agricultural crops depend upon them for reproduction. But loss of habitat due to urbanization and use of pesticides are causing declines in both managed honeybee
colonies and native pollinator populations. Come learn about the diverse world of New England’s
native pollinators—bees, butterflies, flies, beetles, and wasps—and about the latest science-based
approaches to reversing pollinator declines by protecting and managing habitat for these vital
insects. Kelly Gill is the Pollinator Conservation Specialist for the Xerces Society and a Partner
Biologist with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Thank you to the Cambridge Community Foundation, Cambridge Public Library, and
to all of our members for making these programs possible.

Every garden matters ~ Every landscape counts

