Plant list based on research in the lab of Robert J. Gegear (rgegear@umassd.edu)

Native Floral Resource Guide to Support Native Massachusetts Bumblebees

Latin Name

Common Name

Notes

Pollen Sources (all tongue lengths)

Eupatorium perfoliatum

Boneset Thoroughwort

Hypericum adpressum

Creeping St. John’s-wort

Hypericum ascyron

Great St. John’s-wort

Hypericum boreale

Northern St. John’s-wort

Hypericum canadense

Lesser St. John’s-wort

Hypericum ellipticum

Pale St. John’s-wort

Hypericum gentianoides

Orange-grass St. John’s-wort

Hypericum majus

Greater St. John’s-wort

Hypericum mutilum

Dwarf St. John’s-wort

Hypericum punctatum

Spotted St. John’s-wort

Hypericum prolificum

Shrubby St. John’s-wort

Rosa acicularis

Bristly rose

Rosa blanda Smooth rose
Rosa carolina Carolina rose
Rosa nitida Shining rose
Rosa palustris Swamp rose
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose

Rubus allegheniensis

Common blackberry

Rubus argutus

Southern blackberry

Rubus canadensis

Smooth blackberry

Rubus cuneifolius

Sand blackberry

Rubus elegantulus

Showy blackberry

Rubus flagellaris

Northern blackberry

Rubus frondosus

Leafy-flowered blackberry

Rubus hispidus

Bristly blackberry

Rubus odoratus

Flowering raspberry

Rubus pensilvanicus

Pennsylvania blackberry

Rubus vermontanus

Vermont blackberry

Salix discolor

Pussy willow

Salix humilis Prairie willow

Salix lucida Shining willow

Salix occidentalis Dwarf prairie willow
Spiraea alba White meadowsweet

Spiraea tomentosa

Steeplebush

Nectar Sources for short-med tongued species

Allium canadense

Meadow garlic

Apocynum androsaemifolium

Spreading dogbane

Euthamia graminifolia

Grass-leaved goldenrod

Eutrochium dubium

Coastal Plain Joe-Pye weed

Kalmia latifolia

Mountain laurel (American)

Lespedeza virginica

Slender bush-clover

Lonicera spp.

Honeysuckles (native)

Rhododendron canadense

Canada rosebay

Rhododendron groenlandicum

Labrador tea

Rhododendron maximum

Great rosebay

Rhododendron periclymenoides

Pink azalea

Rhododendron viscosum

Swamp azalea
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Rubus idaeus

Red raspberry

Rubus occidentalis

Black raspberry

Solidago altissima

Tall goldenrod

Solidago arguta

Forest goldenrod

Solidago canadensis

Canada goldenrod

Solidago gigantea

Smooth goldenrod

Solidago juncea

Early goldenrod

Solidago odora

Sweet goldenrod

Solidago rugosa

Rough-stemmed goldenrod

Symphyotrichum lateriflorum

Calico aster

Viola rotundifolia

Round-leaved violet

Nectar Sources for med-long-tongued species

Asclepias amplexicaulis

Clasping milkweed

Asclepias exaltata

Poke milkweed

Asclepias incarnata

Swamp milkweed

Asclepias purpurascens

Purple milkweed

Asclepias quadrifolia

Four-leaved milkweed

Asclepias syriaca

Common milkweed

Asclepias tuberosa

Butterfly milkweed

Asclepias verticillata

Whorled milkweed

Baptisia tinctorial

Yellow wild indigo

Cephalanthus accidentalis

Common buttonbush

Chamerion angustifolium

Narrow-leaved fireweed

Chelone glabra

White turtlehead

Cirsium discolor

Field thistle

Cirsium horridulum

Yellow thistle

Cirsium muticum

Swamp thistle

Cirsium pumilum

Pasture thistle

Diervilla lonicera

Northern bush honeysuckle

Gentiana clausa

Closed gentian

Impatiens capensis

Spotted touch me not

Lobelia dortmanna

Water lobelia

Lobelia inflata

Bladder-pod lobelia

Lobelia kalmii

Brook lobelia

Lobelia siphilitica

Blue lobelia

Lobelia spicata

Pale-spike lobelia

Mimulus alatus

Winged monkey-flower

Mimulus ringens

Allegheny monkey-flower

Monarda fistulosa

Wild bee-balm, wild bergamot

Nuttallanthus canadensis

Old-field toadflax

Pontederia cordata

Pickerelweed

Physostegia virginiana

Obedient false dragonhead

Prunella vulgaris

Common selfheal

Stachys pilosa

Hairy hedge-nettle

Vaccinium angustifollium

Lowbush blueberry

Vaccinium corymbosum

Highbush blueberry

Vaccinium fuscatum

Black highbush blueberry

Vaccinium myrtilloides

Velvet-leaved blueberry

Vaccinium oxycoccos

Small cranberry

Vaccinium pallidum

Hillside blueberry




